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Humour 

 

Who Let The Gods Out? – Maz Evans 
Elliot's mum is ill and his home is under threat, but a shooting star crashes 
to earth and changes his life forever. The star is Virgo - a young Zodiac 
goddess on a mission. But the pair accidentally release Thanatos, a wicked 
death daemon imprisoned beneath Stonehenge, and must then turn to the 
old Olympian gods for help. After centuries of cushy retirement on earth, 
are Zeus and his crew up to the task of saving the world - and solving 
Elliot's problems too? 

 

Millions – Frank Cottrell Boyce 
Two brothers, Damian and Anthony, are unwittingly caught up in a train 
robbery during Britain's countdown to joining the Euro. Suddenly finding 
themselves with a vast amount of cash, the boys have just one glorious, 
appalling dilemma – how to spend it in the few days before it becomes 
worthless. Torn between the vices of buying a million pizzas and the virtues 
of ending world poverty, the boys soon discover that being rich is a mug's 
game. For not only is the clock ticking – the bungling bank robbers are 
closing in too. 
Pizzas or World Peace – what would you choose? 

 

Tom Gates Collection 
The hilarious tales follow Tom as he goes about his daily life and has all 
kinds of unlucky adventures. I'm Tom Gates. When my teachers don't have 
their beady eyes on me, I like to draw pictures and think of ways to annoy 
Delia. My teachers think I am easily distracted and 'lack focus'. Which is a 
bit harsh, because right now I am very focused on which biscuit I should eat 
first... A hilarious set of books reminiscent of Adrian Mole, perfect for young 
boys and girls over the age of 9 years who love David Walliams and Diary 
of a Wimpy Kid. 

 
 
 
 



 
Classics 

 

Hobbit – J.R.R. Tolkien 
The Hobbit is the unforgettable story of Bilbo, a peace-loving hobbit, who 
embarks on a strange and magical adventure. A timeless classic. Bilbo 
Baggins enjoys a quiet and contented life, with no desire to travel far from 
the comforts of home; then one day the wizard Gandalf and a band of 
dwarves arrive unexpectedly and enlist his services – as a burglar – on a 
dangerous expedition to raid the treasure-hoard of Smaug the dragon. 
Bilbo’s life is never to be the same again. 

 

Treasure Island – Robert Louis Stevenson 
Treasure Island's timeless tale of pirates, lost treasure maps, mutiny and 
derring-do has appealed to generations of readers ever since Robert Louis 
Stevenson penned it in 1881 with the claim: "If this don't fetch the kids, 
why, they have gone rotten since my day." But more than just a children's 
classic, the novel is considered to be one of the greatest feats of storytelling 
in the English language, with characters such as the unforgettable Long 
John Silver becoming part of the cultural consciousness. Treasure Island is a 
coming-of-age story that will captivate both adults and children for as long 
as stories are told. 

 

The Borrowers – Mary Norton 
The Borrowers live in the secret places of quiet old houses; behind the 
mantelpiece, inside the harpsichord, under the kitchen clock. They own 
nothing, borrow everything, and think that human beings were invented just 
to do the dirty work. Arrietty's father, Pod, was an expert Borrower. He 
could scale curtains using a hatpin, and bring back a doll's teacup without 
breaking it. Girls weren't supposed to go borrowing but as Arrietty was an 
only child her father broke the rule, and then something happened which 
changed their lives. She made friends with the human boy living in the 
house... 

 

The Railway Children – E Nesbit 
The Railway Children, by E. Nesbit, is the charming and heart-warming tale 
of three children who are abruptly transported from a comfortable life in 
London to an impoverished existence in the country when their father has to 
go away. Where he has gone and why remains a mystery to the children 
but, in the meantime, their lives are filled with interesting adventures that 
will captivate young readers from 9+. The Railway Children is one of the... 

 

Carrrie’s War – Nina Bawden 
It is wartime and Carrie and her little brother Nick have been evacuated 
from their London home to the Welsh hills. In an unfamiliar place, among 
strangers, the children feel alone and find little comfort with the family they 
are billeted with: Mr Evans, a bullying shopkeeper and Auntie Lou, his kind 
but timid sister. 

 
 
 
 



 
Fantasy 

 

The House With Chicken Legs – Sophie Anderson 
Marinka dreams of a normal life, where her house stays in one place long 
enough for her to make friends. But her house has chicken legs and moves 
on without warning. For Marinka's grandmother is Baba Yaga, who guides 
spirits between this world and the next. Marinka longs to change her 
destiny and sets out to break free from her grandmother's footsteps, but her 
house has other ideas... 

 

The Nowhere Emporium - Ross MacKenzie 
When the mysterious Nowhere Emporium arrives in Glasgow, orphan Daniel 
Holmes stumbles upon it quite by accident. Before long, the 'shop from 
nowhere' -- and its owner, Mr Silver -- draw Daniel into a breathtaking 
world of magic and enchantment. Recruited as Mr Silver's apprentice, Daniel 
learns the secrets of the Emporium's vast labyrinth of passageways and 
rooms -- rooms that contain wonders beyond anything Daniel has ever 
imagined. But when Mr Silver disappears, and a shadow from the past 
threatens everything, the Emporium and all its wonders begin to crumble. 
Can Daniel save his home, and his new friends, before the Nowhere 
Emporium is destroyed forever? 

 

Skellig – David Almond 
When a move to a new house coincides with his baby sister's illness, 
Michael's world seems suddenly lonely and uncertain. Then, one Sunday 
afternoon, he stumbles into the old, ramshackle garage of his new home, 
and finds something magical. A strange creature - part owl, part angel, a 
being who needs Michael's help if he is to survive. With his new friend Mina, 
Michael nourishes Skellig back to health, while his baby sister languishes in 
the hospital. But Skellig is far more than he at first appears, and as he helps 
Michael breathe life into his tiny sister, Michael's world changes for ever . . . 

 

The Jungle Book – Rudyard Kipling 
The Jungle Book introduces a lush, colorful world full of adventure and 
danger. The first three tales include some of the most charming and 
unforgettable characters in literature the man-cub Mowgli, the black panther 
Bagheera, the wise brown bear Baloo, and the ruthless tiger Shere Khan. 
The other four tales each tell the story of a different animal, such as the 
travels of the white seal Kotick; the battle between the courageous 
mongoose Rikki-Tikki-Tavi and the deadly cobra Nag; Toomai and the 
elephant dance; and the camp animals of the queen’s guard. 

 

The Storm Keeper’s Island – Catherine Doyle 
When Fionn Boyle sets foot on Arranmore Island, it begins to stir beneath 
his feet ... Once in a generation, Arranmore Island chooses a new Storm 
Keeper to wield its power and keep its magic safe from enemies. The time 
has come for Fionn's grandfather, a secretive and eccentric old man, to step 
down. Soon, a new Keeper will rise. But, deep underground, someone has 
been waiting for Fionn. As the battle to become the island's next champion 
rages, a more sinister magic is waking up, intent on rekindling an ancient 
war. 



 

The Phantom Tollbooth – Norton Juster 
 Milo’s extraordinary voyage takes him into such places as the Land of 
Expectation, the Doldrums, the Mountains of Ignorance and the Castle in 
the Air. He meets the weirdest and most unexpected characters (such as 
Tock, the watchdog, the Gelatinous Giant, and the Threadbare Excuse, who 
mumbles the same thing over and over again), and, once home, can hardly 
wait to try out the Tollbooth again. But will it be still there when he gets 
back from school? 

 
 

Adventure 

 

Boy in the Tower – Polly Ho-Yen 
Ade loves living at the top of a tower block. From his window, he feels like 
he can see the whole world stretching out beneath him. His mum doesn’t 
really like looking outside – but it’s going outside that she hates. She’s 
happier sleeping all day inside their tower, where it’s safe. But one day, 
other tower blocks on the estate start falling down around them and 
strange, menacing plants begin to appear. Now their tower isn’t safe 
anymore. Ade and his mum are trapped and there’s no way out . . . 

 

The Girl of Ink and Stars – Kiran Millwood Hargrave 
Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella dreams of the faraway lands her 
cartographer father once mapped. When her friend disappears, she 
volunteers to guide the search. The world beyond the walls is a monster-
filled wasteland - and beneath the dry rivers and smoking mountains, a fire 
demon is stirring from its sleep. Soon, following her map, her heart and an 
ancient myth, Isabella discovers the true end of her journey: to save the 
island itself. 

 

Wildspark - Vashti Hardy 
A year after the death of her older brother, Prue Haywood's family is still 
shattered by grief. But everything changes when a stranger arrives at the 
farm. A new, incredible technology has been discovered in the city of 
Medlock, where a secretive guild of inventors have developed a way to 
capture spirits of the dead in animal-like machines, bringing them back to 
life. Prue knows that the "Ghost Guild" might hold the key to bringing her 
brother back, so she seizes the stranger's offer to join as an apprentice. But 
to find her brother, she needs to find a way to get the ghost machines to 
remember the people they used to be. Yet if Prue succeeds, all of society 
could come apart... 

 

Silverfin – Charlie Higson 
Before the name became a legend. Before the boy became a man. Meet 
Bond. James Bond. There's something in the water at Loch Silverfin. 
Something deadly. Something that must be kept secret... It's James Bond's 
first day at Eton, and he's already met his first enemy. This is the start of 
an adventure that will take him from the school playing fields to the remote 
shores of Loch Silverfin and a terrifying discovery that threatens to unleash 
a new breed of warfare. 
 

 



 

Mystery 

 

The Last Wild – Piers Torday 
This is a story about a boy named Kester. He is extraordinary, but he 
doesn't know that yet. All he knows, at this very moment, is this: 
1. There is a flock of excited pigeons in his bedroom. 
2. They are talking to him. 
3. His life will never be quite the same again... 
A captivating animal adventure destined to be loved by readers of all ages 

 
 

Childhood 

 

The Secret Garden - Frances Hodgson Burnett 
When Mary Lennox is sent to Misselthwaite Manor to live with her uncle, 
everybody says she is the most disagreeable-looking child ever seen. It is 
true, too. Mary is pale, spoilt and quite contrary. But she is also horribly 
lonely. Then one day she hears about a garden in the grounds of the Manor 
that has been kept locked and hidden for years. And when a friendly robin 
helps Mary find the key, she discovers the most magical place anyone could 
imagine... 

 

The Boy in the Back of the Class - Onjali Rauf 
There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but now a new 
boy called Ahmet is sitting in it. He's nine years old (just like me), but he's 
very strange. He never talks and never smiles and doesn't like sweets - not 
even lemon sherbets, which are my favourite! But then I learned the truth: 
Ahmet really isn't very strange at all. He's a refugee who's run away from a 
War. A real one. With bombs and fires and bullies that hurt people. And the 
more I find out about him, the more I want to help. That's where my best 
friends Josie, Michael and Tom come in. Because you see, together we've 
come up with a plan. . . 

 

Moone Boy – Chris O’Dowd 
Martin Moone is eleven and completely fed up with being the only boy in a 
family of girls. He's desperate for a decent wingman to help him navigate 
his idiotic life. So when best mate Padraic suggests Martin get an imaginary 
friend - or 'IF' for short - he decides to give it a go.  

 

Dork Diaries Collection – Rachel Renee Russell 
Written in a fun-filled diary format, these books offer an insight into the life 
of the tween dork, Nikki. When she moves to a new school she decides it's 
the perfect time to leave her old lame ways behind - but things are never 
that simple. With fun sketches and doodles, the diary entries find Nikki 
opening up her heart as she battles with her arch-nemesis Mackenzie over 
her dreams of becoming a pop star and tackles the subject of love with 
hilariously dorky consequences.  

 
 



KS2 
Non-Fiction 

 

Children’s Worst Jobs in History – Tony Robinson 
The Worst Children's Jobs in History Sir Tony Robinson takes you back to 
the days when being a kid was no excuse for getting out of hard labour. 
This book tells the stories of all the children whose work fed the nation, kept 
trains running, and put clothes on everyone’s backs, over the last few 
hundred years of Britain’s history. 

 

Guinness Book of World Records 2019 
Guinness World Records 2019 is fully updated with everything from the year's 
most significant sporting achievements and scientific discoveries to the latest 
chart toppers and digital TV releases. Our special 'Meet the Makers' and 
'Making History' chapters celebrate build-at-home creativity on an epic scale, 
and anyone keen to break a record of their own will find some inspiration in 
a 'Do try this at home' bonus section. 

 

Ripley’s Believe It Or Not1! 
Ripley’s is back with another compendium of mind-boggling facts that will 
delight anyone drawn to the weirder side of life on Earth. Read about the 
scariest, grossest and funniest stories from around the world, 
including: EEK! The huge spider that spins webs that are stronger than 
steel. WOW! The woman who can smash 920 roof tiles every minute – with 
her bare hands. YUCK! The Japanese crab that grows as much as six metres 
long.  

 

Match – Football Annual 
Inside the Match Annual 2019, you can build your Ultimate Player, check out 
the wonder kids who’ll rip up 2019 and find out everything you need to know 
about Messi, Ronaldo, Kane, Salah, Mbappe, Lewandowski, Cavani, Icardi 
and Sessegnon! 
Plus, it’s packed with football world records, legendary Prem No.10s, epic 
fashion fails, brain-busting quizzes, FIFA’s best team ever, bonkers pics, footy 
stars emojis, cool cartoons and loads more! 

 

Secret Science – Dara O’Briain 
Science is a nonstop everywhere and everything adventure with 
some incredibly cool stuff going on, too. You've got your incredible brain, 
which has worked out how to read these words and make playing a video 
game feel as EXCITING as real life; you've got aeroplanes that can somehow 
get from the ground into the sky with all those people AND their luggage on 
board; you've got electricity and artificial intelligence and GPS and buses 
coming in threes (that's science too) and LOADS more. 

 

5,000 Awesome Facts 
Presenting the next must-have, fun-filled gift book from the team that created 
Ultimate Weird But True, 5,000 Cool Facts About Everything treats kids to 
brain candy and eye candy all rolled into one treasure trove of high-interest 
fascinating facts. 

 



All Years 

Online websites, e-books and stores 

 

First News is offering children a free digital download of its weekly 
newspapers for a short while. 
Get yours here: https://subscribe.firstnews.co.uk/free-downloadable-
issue/ 

 

Great Books Guide 2019: best new children's books. Top 100 books 
for different age groups. The rest of the website is full of stories and 
games too! 
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-
recommendations/ 

 

Head to the kids zone on LoveReading4kids full of book reviews, 
games, puzzles and votes to reading question! 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/ 
 

 

CLPE teachers and workers reading stories online. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwbRHoPYbEifOE0SKCrnDfQ 

 

Free home learning packs/book and library 
challenges/quizzes/discussion guides/games and stories written by 
children for children! You can also now draw/write your own stories, 
poems, reviews, diaries etc, in the app too 
https://thereadingrealm.co.uk/ 

 

Listen to stories read to you by famous actors! 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnBdzaRy-Ky9Vh54XJlFz1Q 

 

Oliver Jeffers has a collection of books on his website in the Stay at 
Home Story Time section - staying safer together (but apart) 
https://www.oliverjeffers.com/abookaday/ 

 

Get 30 trial gaining access to a fantastic digital library. 
https://www.getepic.com/ 

 

Download the app to gain access to a library on line. 
https://www.borrowbox.com/ 

 

Free website of activities created by the British Library. 
https://www.bl.uk/childrens-books/# 

 

Poetry with the Author Michael Rosen reading and performing his 
poetry and stories. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7D-mXO4kk-XWvH6lBXdrPw 
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