
Recommended Reads 
Year 1 & 2 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Classics 

 

The Tale of Peter Rabbit - Beatrix Potter 
The Tale of Peter Rabbit was first published by Frederick Warne in 1902 
and endures as Beatrix Potter's most popular and well-loved tale. It tells the 
story of a very mischievous rabbit and the trouble he encounters in Mr 
McGregor's vegetable garden! 

 

The Ugly Duckling - Hans Christian Anderson 
Ever since its publication in 1845, Hans Christian Andersen's The Ugly 
Duckling has been a favorite with generations of children around the world. 
Today's youngsters will be equally moved by the hapless ugly duckling, who, 
ridiculed and rejected by all, suffers terrible hardships. And they will 
celebrate along with him when he finally emerges triumphant as the most 
beautiful swan of all! 

 

The Three Billy Goats Gruff  - Paul Galdone 
A beloved read-aloud classic about the three brother billy goats who dare to 
cross the hideous troll's bridge to get to the sweet grass on the other side 
has never been more dramatic. 

 

The Cat in the Hat - Dr. Suess 
The one and only Cat in the Hat from the iconic Dr. Seuss gets a brand new 
look, introducing his roller-coaster ride of mayhem to a new generation of 
readers. When Sally and her brother are left alone, they think they're in for 
a dull day – until the Cat in the Hat steps in on the mat, bringing with him 
mayhem and madness! 

 



 
 
 

Humour 

 

The Hodgeheg – Dick King Smith 
Max, the hedgehog who becomes a hodgeheg, who becomes a hero! Max's 
family dreams of reaching the Park. But no one has ever found a safe way 
of crossing the very busy road. Young Max, who is brighter than the 
average hedgehog, is determined to solve the problem. 

 

The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark - Jill 
Tomlinson 
Plop the baby Barn Owl is afraid of the dark. He’s sure dark is nasty! Then 
Mrs Barn Owl sends him down from his nest-hole to ask about the dark, 
and he meets a little boy waiting for the fireworks to begin, an old lady, a 
scout out camping, a girl who tells him about Father Christmas, a man with 
a telescope and a black cat who takes him exploring. Is Plop a night bird 
after all? 

 

The Legend of Spud Murphy - Eoin Colfer 
Will has four brothers and it's chaos in his house! If he's not being teased by 
his big brother Marty, he has to deal with the terrible, three-headed bundle 
of cuteness that is his three younger brothers. Even worse, his mother has 
the brilliant idea of packing Will and Marty off to the library during the 
holidays. She just doesn't understand! Not only is the library no fun, it's also 
the habitat of the legendary librarian Spud Murphy. If you put 
a foot wrong, it's rumoured she will use her dreaded gas-powered spud gun 
and you don't want that - just ask Ugly Frank how he got his nickname! 
Eventually Will and Marty discover a love of books and that Mrs Murphy 
isn't so bad after all! 

 

Fantastic Mr Fox - Roald Dahl 
Boggis is an enormously fat chicken farmer who only eats boiled chickens 
smothered in fat. Bunce is a duck-and-goose farmer whose dinner gives him 
a beastly temper. Bean is a turkey-and-apple farmer who only drinks gallons 
of strong cider. Mr Fox is so clever that every evening he creeps down into 
the valley and helps himself to food from their farms - and those GHASTLY 
farmers can't catch him! Now the farmers have hatched a plan to BANG-
BANG-BANG shoot Mr Fox dead! But, just when they think Mr Fox can't 
possibly escape, he makes a FANTASTIC plan of his own . . . 

 
 
 
 
 



Picture Books 

 

Peace at Last - Jill Murphy  
With a snoring Mrs Bear, an excitable Baby Bear and a house full of 
tapping and dripping and ticking, peace is hard to come by – will Mr Bear 
ever get a decent night's sleep? 

 

Can’t You Sleep Little Bear? - Martin Waddell  
There is dark all around him in the Bear Cave. Not even Big Bear's biggest 
lantern can light up the darkness of the night outside. Can Big Bear find a 
way to reassure restless Little Bear and help him fall fast asleep? 

 

Where the Wild Things Are - Maurice Sendak 
One night Max puts on his wolf suit and makes mischief of one kind and 
another, so his mother calls him 'Wild Thing' and sends him to bed without 
his supper. That night a forest begins to grow in Max's room and an ocean 
rushes by with a boat to take Max to the place where the wild things are. 
Max tames the wild things and crowns himself as their king, and then the 
wild rumpus begins! But when Max has sent the monsters to bed, and 
everything is quiet, he starts to feel lonely and realises it is time to sail 
home to the place where someone loves him best of all. 

 

The Elephant and the Bad Baby - Elfrida Vipont and 
Raymond Briggs 
The Elephant takes the Bad Baby for a ride and they go 'rumpeta, rumpeta, 
rumpeta down the road.' They help themselves to ice creams, pies, buns, 
crisps, biscuits, lollipops and apples, and the shopkeepers follow them down 
the road shouting and waving. All ends well as the Bad Baby learns to say 
'Please' and his mother makes pancakes for everyone. 

 

Avocado Baby - John Burningham 
The Hargraves want their new baby to grow up big and strong. But the 
puny mite will hardly eat a thing. One day Mrs Hargraves finds an avocado 
in the fruit bowl and the baby gobbles it up. Soon, the strangest things start 
to happen... 

 

The Tiger Who Came to Tea - Judith Kerr  
The doorbell rings just as Sophie and her mummy are sitting down to tea. 
Who could it possibly be? What they certainly don't expect to see at the 
door is a big furry, stripy tiger! 



 

Lost and Found - Oliver Jeffers  
There once was a boy and one day a penguin arrives on his doorstep. The 
boy decides the penguin must be lost and tries to return him. But no one 
seems to be missing a penguin. So the boy decides to take the penguin 
home himself, and they set out in his row boat on a journey to the South 
Pole. But when they get there, the boy discovers that maybe home wasn’t 
what the penguin was looking for after all. 

 

Beegu - Alexis Deacon 
Beegu is not supposed to be on Earth. She is lost. She is a friendly little 
creature, but the Earth People don't seem very welcoming at all. However, 
so far she has only met the BIG ones. The little ones are a different matter… 

 

Dogger - Shirley Hughes 
When Dave loses his favourite toy, Dogger, he is desolate. But then Dogger 
turns up at the school summer fair, and everything seems all right - until 
someone else buys him before Dave can get the money! 

 

Cops and Robbers - Alan and Janet Ahlberg 
The robbers of London town plan a desperate crime one Christmas Eve - to 
steal all the toys they can lay their hands on! Fortunately, the robbers meet 
their match in brave office Pugh who leaps into action and arrests the 
villains - all except Grandma Swagg who manages to get away. 

 

Elmer - David McKee 
Elmer is different. Elmer is patchwork. The grey elephants all love him, but 
he soon starts to wonder what it would be like to be just the same as 
them... 

 

Traction Man is Here - Mini Grey 
With an action outfit for every occasion, Traction Man patrols the house. 
Whether he is saving toys (in latex space suit and Perspex helmet, teamed 
with Rocket Boots); searching the sink for the lost wreck of the sieve (in sub-
aqua suit, fluorescent flippers and infra-red mask) or rescuing damsels in 
distress (in jungle pants, camouflage vest and a bandanna), Traction Man is 
never less than stylishly turned out and expertly accessorised. He is the last 
word in heroic fashion flair - until, that is, the day that he is presented with 
an all-in-one knitted green romper suit and matching bonnet by his owner's 
granny. Can Traction Man overcome the humiliation of his desperately 
dowdy new look and rediscover the action hero within or will the burden of 
the knitted green monstrosity be too great? 



 

 

Meerkat Mail - Emily Gravett 
Sunny the meerkat lives with his enormous family in the Kalahari desert. 
They are all very close . . . so close, in fact, that one day Sunny decides it's 
just too crowded and packs his bags. He's off to visit his mongoose cousins. 
But from the watery world of the Marsh Mongoose to the nocturnal lifestyle 
of the Malagasy Mongoose, Sunny just doesn't fit in. And who's that 
shadowy figure who seems to be following him around? 

 

Not Now Bernard - David McKee 
Bernard's got a problem. He's found a monster in the back garden but his 
mum and dad are just too busy to notice. So Bernard tries to befriend the 
monster… and that doesn't go quite to plan. 

 

Gorilla - Anthony Browne  
Hannah loves gorillas but has never seen one. Her father's too busy to take 
her to the zoo – or for anything else come to that. For her birthday, 
Hannah asks her father for a gorilla – but is disappointed when she 
discovers that the gorilla she's got is just a toy one. But then something 
extraordinary happens ... the toy turns into a real gorilla, who puts on her 
father's hat and coat and takes her off for a magical visit to the zoo... 

 
All Years 

Online websites, e-books and stores 

 

Great Books Guide 2019: best new children's books. Top 100 books 
for different age groups. The rest of the website is full of stories and 
games too! 
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-
recommendations/ 

 

Head to the kids zone on LoveReading4kids full of book reviews, 
games, puzzles and votes to reading question! 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/  
 

 

CLPE teachers and workers reading stories online. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwbRHoPYbEifOE0SKCrnDfQ  

 

Free home learning packs/book and library 
challenges/quizzes/discussion guides/games and stories written by 
children for children! You can also now draw/write your own stories, 
poems, reviews, diaries etc, in the app too 
https://thereadingrealm.co.uk/ 

 

Listen to stories read to you by famous actors! 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnBdzaRy-Ky9Vh54XJlFz1Q 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwbRHoPYbEifOE0SKCrnDfQ
https://thereadingrealm.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnBdzaRy-Ky9Vh54XJlFz1Q


 

Oliver Jeffers has a collection of books on his website in the Stay at 
Home Story Time section - staying safer together (but apart) 
https://www.oliverjeffers.com/abookaday/ 

 

Get 30 trial gaining access to a fantastic digital library. 
https://www.getepic.com/ 

 

Download the app to gain access to a library on line. 
https://www.borrowbox.com/ 

 

Free website of activities created by the British Library. 
https://www.bl.uk/childrens-books/# 

 

Poetry with the Author Michael Rosen reading and performing his 
poetry and stories. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7D-mXO4kk-XWvH6lBXdrPw 

 

https://www.oliverjeffers.com/abookaday/
https://www.getepic.com/
https://www.borrowbox.com/
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