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Supporting your child with their reading.

The aims of today’s session:
•To explain how we teach reading in 
Key Stage 2.

•To explain how you can help your 
child reading at home.



The Power of Reading

• Creating a love of reading in children is potentially one of 
the most powerful ways of improve academic standards.

• Evidence suggests that there is a positive relationship 
between reading frequency, reading enjoyment and 
attainment. 

• There can be few better ways to improve children’s chances 
in school or beyond in the wider world than to enable them 
to become truly independent, frequent readers.





Early readers become frequent readers

• 35 mins a day • 30 seconds 
per dayReading widely and 

often increases children's 
vocabulary because they 
encounter words they 
would rarely hear or use 
in everyday speech. 

Reading also feeds 
children’s imagination! 



Reading is our priority

•Reading is a whole school focus at Holy Rood.

•With children reading below age-related expectation in 
Year 4, it is our priority to help them progress.



Reading at Holy Rood
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Reading at School
• Daily Guided Reading lessons - focusing on exposing 

children to a variety of high-quality texts and genres 
alongside developing their vocabulary and reading skills

• Guided groups, interventions and 1:1 reading with class 
teacher/TA

• Reading Tuition before/after school
• Class Readers – carefully selected and read daily
• Reading across the curriculum
• Engaging book corners
• School library – levelled books and reading for pleasure
• Regular reading assessments to monitor progress
• World Book Day!



Reading Requires Two Skills

Phonic & Word Recognition
The ability to blend letter 
sounds (phonemes) together to 
read words.
The ability to recognise words 
presented in and out of context.

Understanding
The ability to comprehend the 
meaning of the words and sentences 
in a text.
The ability to understand the ideas, 
information and themes in a text. 

Being able to read the words does not mean you understand 
what you read. 

Your child might sound like a good reader but may not 
necessarily understand what the text means. 



How can you help at home?
• Reading at home with your child - ideally 

20 minutes per day.

• Try to build this into your daily routine.
• Have a quiet, comfortable space your child (and 

you) can read in with time to sit and listen.
• Talk about books.



What can and should your children read?
• All reading is positive!
• Levelled school book
• Library book

Provide your child with additional books to those 
from school as much as possible:
• Recommended Reads 
• Online resources and e-books
• Magazines, comics and newspapers
These can be found on the school website!

https://holyrood.secure-primarysite.net/reading-at-home/


Reading at home with your child – top tips!

• Use questions provided in the booklet to 
support with developing your child’s reading 
and understanding linked to key areas. 

• Some questions will lend themselves better to 
certain texts so try using a range with the 
different books that your child reads. 

• This booklet can also be found on the school 
website. 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/holyrood/UploadedDocument/bbf74b84190c4b00a7e2b769e8584921/helpful-hints-question-booklet-for-year-4-parents.pdf


Before Reading 
• If it is the first time your child has read the book, look at the 

cover and title with them to predict what they think the book 
might be about. 

• Make links to other books read with similar themes, the 
same characters and/or similar authors/illustrators. 

• Give them time to flick through the book and read the 
blurb.



During Reading
• Help your child to decode (read) the words and ask them about the 

meaning of more challenging words.
• Encourage children to use expression when reading, especially for the 

voices of the different characters.
• Discuss the punctuation on the page, for example, exclamation marks. 

Ask: what are these for? What should you do when you see an 
exclamation mark?

• You might want to take it in turns to read so your child can hear how 
you read. Both reading and hearing text read aloud are important.



Reading unknown words

What strategies can I use to help my child?
• Blending phonemes
• Looking for clues in pictures
• Splitting the words into smaller parts or syllables
• Spotting if it looks like a word you already know
• Reading to the end of the sentence then going back to see if you can 

work the word out



• Blending phonemes



• Looking for clues in pictures



• Splitting the words into smaller parts or syllables 

The theatre put on a pantomime.
pan + to + mime = pantomime

Mohammed has a new Labrador puppy.
Lab + ra + dor = Labrador



• Spotting if it looks like a word you already know

I think I just saw a louse!

mouse house

He was a tyrant and a bully.

giant reliant



• Reading to the end of the sentence then going back to see if you can 
work the word out

• The electricity was not working so she could not 
use the kettle or the oven.

• Lily wrinkled her freckled nose as she trudged 
along at the back of the line.

• The money was insufficient to pay either the rent 
or for food.



Understanding unknown words
• Always make sure your child understands any new or 

unfamiliar words.

• The best way to develop understanding is to talk about texts and 
vocabulary.

• Read a range of texts which will introduce them to new vocabulary.
• Google unknown words



After reading

These areas are the focus for Years 3 to 6 (KS2)



Retrieval
• For retrieval questions 

the answer is in the 
text.

• Children need to 
skim and scan for 
key words.

• Encourage them to 
refer back to the text.



Inference
• Children have to search for clues in the text (often show not 

tell e.g. her mouth dropped open).
• Relies on own understanding of world / experiences and on 

understanding of language.



Reading Record
• Please ensure you/your child complete their 

reading recording each time they read 
including: date, book title and page number.

• Please ensure your child brings their levelled 
book and their reading record into school 
every day. 

• If your child has lost their reading record, 
please inform their class teacher so new ones 
can be ordered. 



Growth mindset
• Try to avoid a pressurised environment around reading. These ideas might 

be helpful in understanding what we do in school and the skills involved in 
reading, but the most important thing is to develop an enjoyment of 
reading. 

• All readers make mistakes. This is how we learn. 
• Encourage a growth mindset in your child by praising them for recognising

their mistakes and trying to fix them. 
• ‘This is what you said ….. Can you spot anything wrong with that?’ ‘Does 

that make sense?’



Remember
• Read at home with your child – 20 minutes a day, 

record this in their Reading Record. 
• Encourage a love of reading!
• Support your child to read and understand unknown 

words.
• Ask questions about their reading: use the reading 

booklet to support your questioning. This booklet 
can also be found on the school website. 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/holyrood/UploadedDocument/bbf74b84190c4b00a7e2b769e8584921/helpful-hints-question-booklet-for-year-4-parents.pdf


Any questions – please ask!

• We will put this presentation on the school website.

• You can always speak to your child’s class teacher about their reading 
progress.

• Please contact us through the school office by phone or email.
• Parents Evening: 22nd and 23rd March


